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Emirate, Egyptian, Ethiopian:
Colonial Experiences in Late Nineteenth-Centry

Harar

Avishai Ben-Dror

New York: Syracuse University Press, 2018, 313 pp.
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1he Rise of the Egyptian Middle Class:
Socio-Economic Mobility and Public Discontent
from Nasser to Sadat
Relli Shechter

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019, 269 pp., including
bibliography and index
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ON PEACE, HISTORY, VIOLENCE AND POTENTIAL SOLUTIONS:
A COMPARISON AND ANALYSIS OF VIEWS EXPRESSED BY
PALESTINIANS IN ISRAEL, PALESTINIANS IN THE TERRITORIES
AND JEWISH ISRAELIS

Hillel Cohen

This article explores the similarities and differences in perceptions of history and
national rights between two Palestinian populations: Palestinians in the territories
occupied by Israel in 1967, and Palestinian citizens of Israel. The study is based on
statistical and content analysis of responses to a questionnaire that was distributed
among students of education in Israel and the West Bank.

The results suggest that the two Palestinian groups share views with regard to
Palestinian rights and history. However, in questions regarding acknowledgement
of Jewish rights and the acceptance of Israeli political and historical claims, the
Israeli Palestinians constituted a distinguished statistical group which manifested
more understanding (though not acceptance) of Israeli perspective and greater
willingness to accept a peaceful solution. This is explained by differences in the
legal and civil status between the groups, the level of violence they have been
exposed to, and the regime of rights each of the Palestinian groups lives under.
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SPEAKING TRUTH TO POWER THROUGH HUMOR IN EGYPT: ‘ALI
SALEM’S SATIRES AND PLAYS AS A MEANS FOR POLITICAL AND
SOCIAL CRITICISM

Mira Tzoreff and Naomi Avivi-Weisblatt

‘Ali Salem (1936-2015) was an independent intellectual, not bound to the regime
or any political party. He believed that the intellectual must also be independent
from the public. This does not mean he must be detached from society or elevated
above it, but that he must avoid flattering it. Over 30 years of literary activity,
Salem published 27 plays and hundreds of humoresques and short stories, which
were collected in 15 books. He also published opinion pieces on society and
politics in the Egyptian press and periodicals. Over the course of the 79 years
of his life, ‘Ali Salem witnessed foundational events in Egyptian history, which
served as fertile ground for his literary and publicist works.

‘Ali Salem, who was undoubtedly a leading intellectual and playwright, has to
this day not been the subject of a focused academic study — neither by historians,
nor even by researchers of the Arabic language and literature. The present article
seeks to redress that lacuna by examining the role ‘Ali Salem assumed as an
uncompromising social and political whip, who criticized Egypt’s society and
regime in the context of a political culture that limited freedom of expression and
impeded the expression of views that contradicted those of the autocratic ruler.
We therefore argue that Salem’s choice of satire and humor as writing tactics and
strategies are not at all accidental. On the contrary, they enabled him to bypass
strict Egyptian censorship laws imposed on dissenting journalists, publicists and
intellectuals.

The article focuses on the witty humor Salem used in both his satires and plays
to sharply and assertively criticize the socio-political maladies from which the
Egyptian society suffers. At the same time, these tactics and strategies served as
effective literary tools, allowing him to highlight to his fellow Egyptians the acute
problems of their society in a more digestible manner. His goal, it seems, was to
shake the Egyptians out of their apathy and urge them to act in order to improve
their lives for the better.
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prior to World War I: the availability of children-oriented readings in Arabic;
the logistics and difficulties involved in accessing these books; modes of reading
practice; and the impact of the possession of reading skills on children’s standing
in the community. The study examines these facets through the prism of two
case-studies, the Egyptian countryside boy Sayyid Qutb and the Palestinian town
boy Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, both of whom left us colorful accounts of their reading

experience as children.

“WHEN YOU THINK OF DISTANT OTHERS”:

THE REFLECTION OF THE OTHER IN MAHMOUD DARWISH’S
POETRY

Athar Haj Yahya

The concept of the “Other” suggests differentiation and diversity among people
or groups. The Other is different, one that is different from the self. By defining
and reacting to the Other, the self can recognize the markers of his or her own
identity. This study focuses on the articulation of “otherness” in the poems of the
Palestinian national poet Mahmoud Darwish (1941-2008). In Darwish’s poetry,
the Other (and concomitantly to it, the Self) are not unilateral, stable entities, but
rather, dynamic and evolving ones.

The study shows that Darwish’s attitude towards the Other evolved over
the years, and that three phases or stages of his poetical development may be
identified in that regard: The first, in his early years, expressed the poet’s harsh lived
experience — war and defeat, the expulsion and “illegal” return, and afterwards
life as a humiliated and oppressed minority in what became an enemy state. In
this stage, Darwish’s attitude towards the Other is marked by hostility, protest
and resistance. In the second stage, after the adult Darwish experienced limited
contact with Israeli Jews and became acquainted with them, his attitude towards
them changed, and it is manifested by elements of acceptance and dialogue.
This willingness to accept the Other does not mean, however, giving up on the
collective aspirations and rights denied of the Palestinian people. In the third
and last phase, after the poet’s exile from the country, he travelled the globe and
gained perspective on the situation of the Palestinian people and their conflict
with Israel. This experience once again changed his attitude towards the Other,

anchoring it in a more universal context.
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“A GOOD SELECTION OF BOOKS EQUALS HALF OF
KNOWLEDGE”: MUHAMMAD RASHID RIDA’S LEGAL THEORY AS
AN ECLECTIC ACT

Ron Shaham

Muhammad Rashid Rida’s main juristic work, 7he Leniency of Islam and the
Principles of Public Legislation (Yusr al-Islam wa-usil al-tashri‘ al-@mm, published
1928), is an exegesis of Quran 5, verses 101-102. In it, Rida argues that one
of the main causes of the defeats suffered by the Muslim world at the hands of
the colonial powers is the fact that Islamic law has lost its relevance to modern
circumstances. This loss of practical relevance had been brought about by the
jurists’ extensive use of analogy (g7yds), which have expanded the juristic corpus,
complicated it and led to the separation of the jurists into four schools and to the
development of a suffocating juristic culture of imitation (zaglid). A large part of
the work is therefore dedicated to an attack on analogy and the strict adherence to
a particular legal school, leading Rida to propose a reformed legal theory, putting
more emphasis on considerations of the public good (maslaha).

The main contribution of this article consists of demonstrating that Rida’s
Yusr is an eclectic work, i.e., a composition of extensive citations from earlier
Islamic legal theorists, whom Rida admired as leading representatives of late
Salafism: Ibn Hazm (d. 1064), al-Tufi (d. 1316), Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d.
1350), al-Shatibi (d. 1388) and al-Shawkani (d. 1834). This finding demonstrates
that pace current scholarship, modern jurists, wishing to gain scholarly legitimacy
for their arguments, made use of the eclectic tool (zakhayyur) not solely in works
of positive law (furiz‘), but also in works of legal theory (usil).

BOOKS IN TIN BOXES: CHILDREN AS READERS IN THE NAHDA
Ami Ayalon

An essential aspect of the Arab cultural-literary nahda from the mid-nineteenth
century onwards was the emergence of a reading audience unprecedented in
scope. Educated in new schools across the region, children made up an ever-
growing constituency of that audience. The article examines the process by which
Arab children and youth entered the circle of readers during the formative decades
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